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PRESS RELEASE 
 

From april 12 to 28, in Milan  
the modern armchair, Otto Wagner and the architects of the Viennese Secession 

 
 
MILANO, 8 marzo 2018  Crossing the Design Week, Milan speaks the language of bentwood that gave rise to 
modern furniture. From April 12 to 28, in the Gruppo Credito Valtellinese Gallery, 25 armchairs and other vintage 
objects in steam-bent beech, pay tribute to Otto Wagner, 100 years after his disappearance, coming from the best 
European collections and from the Gebrüder Thonet Vienna Museum in Friedberg, Austria. 
 
«We are very keen on this event we have been working on for six months», Giovanni Renzi says, one of the world's 
leading Thonet style experts, co-curator of the exhibition, «and we are delighted to see it going live in the most 
important international context for design, the Salone del Mobile in Milan ». 

Actually, we are talking about design, in particular, small armchairs, the so-called"wells", as antique market 
name them . Objects that give rise to modern furniture, designed between 1898 and 1910 by the major architects / 
designers of the Secession such as Gustav Siegel, Josef Hoffmann, Joseph Maria Olbrich, Koloman Moser and 
Marcel Kammerer. Furnishings that have been produced by the two leaders of the steam-bent beech of the time, 
the Gebrüder Thonet and the Jacob & Josef Kohn of Vienna. 

Core is the armchair that Otto Wagner designes in 1905 for the Postsparkasse project, a style icon and still today 
one of the most well-known and desired Thonet style object. Interpreting this armchair in a contemporary way is 
the goal of the “Otto Wagner Today” contest. Students of 3 professional design institutes - Istituto I.P.S.I.A. 
Renzo Frau in Sarnano, I.I.S. Institute G. Meroni in Lissone, I.S.I.S. Institute Arturo Malignani in Udine –are 
involved. Their projects will be shown in the gallery, for the whole duration of the exhibition. 

On April 11th Arch. Paolo Portoghesi will attend the press conference together with his wife Giovanna 
Massobrio, co-authors of "Casa Thonet", the first book dedicated to the bentwood history. On April 12th he will 
also speak in the training project "Interior and exterior in the modern Vienna of the Secession", together with the 
Italian Association of Landscape Architecture (A.I.A.P.P.) 

Austrian architect and urban planner, pioneer, visionary, precursor of modernism. Otto Wagner (Vienna July 13. 
1841 – Vienna  April 11. 1918) is the absolute protagonist of the Jugendstil and bentwood aesthetics. His project 
for the Postsparkasse office, now Austrian Post Office, built between 1904 and 1906, is one of the most interesting 
examples of functional architecture in the Secession style. A revolutionary project in the way Bank and its services  
are conceived, putting not only customers, but also cash workers and agency officials as the core of the project. 

The historical context in which design origins has the man at the center, with his destre and his needs. In his 
office / studio, the desk chair becomes a piece of furniture, not just a tool for working. It is the status symbol of 
the new modern man. Space is transformed and introduced to new lifestyles and, as Otto Wagner claimed, when 
art and functionality find the perfect synthesis, we can say to have been achieving our goal. 
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The exhibition is organized by Legno Curvato, the editorial design project dedicated to the Thonet style, the 
bentwood language. Guided visits by curators can be booked during the exhibition and offer the possibility to try 
the sessions. Bentwood objects can be bought in the temporary shop at the entrance, including those displayed, 
by reservation at the end of the event (loans from the Museum and private collections are excluded). 

Legno Curvato founders Giovanni Renzi and Manuela Lombardi Borgia followed the curatorship, in collaboration 
with Leo Guerra and Cristina Quadrio Curzio, artistic direction of the Credito Valtellinese Group galleries.  
 
EXHIBITION DETAILS 

Title the modern armchair 
Otto Wagner and the architects of the Viennese Secession 
for J. & J. Kohn and Thonet 
 

Location Galleria Gruppo Credito Valtellinese  
Corso Magenta 59 – Milan – Italy 
 

Period From  april 12 to 28, 2018 
 

Press Day on Wednesday  april 11, from 12am to 1pm  
Arch. Paolo Portoghesi is attending 
Galleria Gruppo Credito Valtellinese  
 

Talk on Wednesday  april 11, at 6pm 
Arch. Paolo Portoghesi is attending 
Galleria Gruppo Credito Valtellinese  
 

Opening on Wednesday  april 11, from 6.30pm to 9.30pm 
Galleria Gruppo Credito Valtellinese  
 

Training project for architects (ITA) 
(2 CFP will be recognized to the participants) 

"Interior and exterior in the modern Vienna of the Secession" (ITA) 
on Thursday  april 12,  from 10am to 1pm 
Arch. Paolo Portoghesi and A.I.A.P.P. are attending 
Galleria Gruppo Credito Valtellinese  
 

Hours and admissions All days from 10am  to  6.30pm 
april 14 e 28  from 10am  to  2pm 
april 17-20-21-22  from 10pm  to  7pm 
april 18-19  from 10am  to  9.00 pm.  
Closed on Sundays and on april 25. FREE ENTRY. 
 

Contacts Giovanni Renzi –giovanni@legnocurvatodesign.it  
+39 348 2616248 
Manuela Lombardi Borgia – manuela@legnocurvatodesign.it  
+39 335 7275396 
Legno Curvato 
Via Washington 3 - 20146 Milan Italy - Tel. +39 02 48195411 
 

Links Blog (ITA): legnocurvatodesign.it/eventi-thonet/ 
Google Drive: press kit 
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